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Dory L.'s blog
The Paris Wife

To be an American during the 1920s in Paris? What could be
more trendy and romantic? Especially, if you?ve just married the dashing young fiction writer,
Ernest Hemingway. This absorbing novel introduces you to all the famous ex-pat writers of the
time period: everyone from Gertrude Stein ("a rose is a rose is a rose") to Scott Fitzgerald with
the wild Zelda on his arms to Ezra Pound and John Dos Passos.
But it?s not primarily a biographical novel about Papa Hemingway; it?s more the story of a
marriage between two smart, witty people who each possess an incredible zest for life and
adventure.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsFictionHistoricalInternational Settings
The Paris wife : a novel
Posted by Dory L. on Sep 8, 2011 Add new comment
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Turn of Mind

This week Tennessee Lady Vol's basketball coach, Pat Summitt,
made headlines with her announcement that she had developed Alzheimer's disease.
Coincidentally, I was reading this very readable novel on the same subject.
But how do you write a book from the viewpoint of someone suffering from this disease? Not
only write it but combine it with a family drama and a murder mystery? This engrossing book
does all of these beautifully.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsFictionTurn of mind
Posted by Dory L. on Aug 26, 2011 1 comment
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Fire Season: Field Notes from a Wilderness Lookout

This book describes my dream job, being a fire lookout out west. I
could handle the wild creatures, the solitude, even the lightning strikes, but maybe not
cleaning out the cistern after vandals pollute it. In the tradition of writers, Jack Kerouac, Gary
Snyder, Edward Abbey and Norman Maclean. Philip Connors leaves his job as a Wall Street
Journal editor and while on vacation signs up on the spot to detect fires for the National Forest
Service, or as he jokingly calls it "The National Forest Circus."
Read more »

For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsFire season : field notes from a
wilderness lookoutMemoirNonfictionScience & Nature
Posted by Dory L. on Aug 20, 2011 Add new comment
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How to be Good

As a person raised Catholic, I was drawn to the topic of this novel.
Who doesn't want to be a kind, caring person? To do good works? To make the world a bit
better each day? OK, maybe not serial killers, some Wall Street tycoons, mafia types,
mercenaries, etc. but on the whole most people try (at least part of the time) to be good.
This 2001 Nick Hornby novel zeroes in on Dr. Katie Carr, a London wife and mother, who
deals with boils and warts and patients struggling to breathe. She's a physician for Britain's
National Health Service. She's married to David, a stay-at-home husband who writes an
acerbic column for the local paper about all the myriad things that send him into rages, for
instance, the elderly not taking their reserved seats in the front of bus and annoying other
passengers by tottering when the bus suddenly stops.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsBritainFamily RelationshipsFiction
How to be goodHumor
Posted by Dory L. on Aug 15, 2011 Add new comment
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Dancing Backwards

If you've never taken a cruise and are considering one, this novel
paints this form of travel in a good light, especially if you are thinking of a transatlantic one.
Recently-widowed Violet Hetherington impulsively decides to visit a dear male friend from her
youth in New York City and treats herself to a good berth with a balcony. Not only does she
describe the foibles and habits of the upper classes, but she also details everyday encounters
with the ship's staff.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsDancing backwardsFiction
International SettingsRomanceTravel
Posted by Dory L. on Jul 31, 2011 Add new comment
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The Ends of the Earth: An Anthology of the Finest Writing
on the Arctic and Antarctic

OK, here's my technique to get through these incredibly hot days.
Wet your hair--I mean really soak your mane without drying it, fill a huge glass with ice cubes
and read a book about the arctic or antarctic. In five New Orleans' summers, I covered a lot of
very northern and very southern territory including many of the authors represented in The
Ends of the Earth.
Read more »

For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsAdventureNonfictionScience & Nature
The ends of the earth : an anthology of the finest writing on the Arctic and the AntarcticWinter
Posted by Dory L. on Jul 21, 2011 Add new comment
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The Life and Opinions of Maf the Dog, and of His Friend
Marilyn Monroe

OK, OK Andrew O'Hagan's title snookered me in, but this lovely
gem of a novel has it all: dog psychology, human philosophy, Stanislavski's Method Acting,
Bloomsbury, Hollywood, Vegas, anarchists in Mexico, President Kennedy, and Marilyn
Monroe. Though the narrator is a tiny ball of fur, he's a true aristocrat, a fancy bichon maltais
with the name of Mafia Honey.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsDogFictionHistoricalLife and opinions
of Maf the dog, and of his friend Marilyn Monroe
Posted by Dory L. on Jul 13, 2011 Add new comment
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Mark Twain: Man in Whte

"The report of my death was an exaggeration." Most people have
heard this famous quote by one of our most beloved writers. Mark Twain: Man in White
focuses on the last four years of Twain's life when his fame was at its peak, and the problems
that dogged his life, including the bad health of loved ones and the stealing of his money by
associates also continued.
But what a wonderful man Twain was--always up for a good practical joke, always putting his
entire self into his writing and gosh, thoroughly addicted to playing pool. Not only addicted to
it, but he was one of those hosts that had to beat you if only by a little.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsBiographyMark Twain : man in white
: the grand adventure of his final yearsNonfiction
Posted by Dory L. on Jul 7, 2011 Add new comment
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The Book of the Maidservant

Do you think you've had bad luck being squeezed between two
obnoxious air travelers? Imagine what it was like in the 15th century to be forced to take a
religious pilgrimage to Rome with your boss (a fervent woman who screams her prayers out
loud) and a fierce man from your English town who threatens you daily. Plus, after an arduous
day climbing mountains and fording dangerous rivers, the other pilgrims demand that you

cook their evening meal (dried peas, anyone, or how do you skin a rabbit?) Afterwards when
the pious folk are resting by the fire, they send you out to do their washing in the nearest frigid
stream.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsHistoricalInternational Settings
The book of the maidservant
Posted by Dory L. on Jun 22, 2011 Add new comment
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Freedom

If you listen to politicians and talking heads speak, you?ll instantly
recognize that ?freedom? is a particularly powerful buzz word in American culture. Franzen
achieved notoriety for a famous run-in with Oprah about his book The Corrections being
included in her book club. He complained that this might scare men away from reading his
book, so Oprah withdrew the nomination. In another bizarre twist, last fall a fan stole the
author?s eyeglasses and offered them for ransom. In this mega-novel of 562 pages, Franzen
tackles the theme of what constitutes freedom in our closest relationships. He writes about a
family, the Berglunds, who helped transform an old St. Paul neighborhood into a thriving
community.
Read more »
For the Love of ReadingInformation, Answers & ReviewsFamily RelationshipsFictionFreedom
Posted by Dory L. on Jun 8, 2011 Add new comment
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