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Mark Twain christened the years between 1877 ? 1900 the Gilded Age. Through business
enterprises such as, railroads, oil and real estate, families were able to amass enormous
personal fortunes. This book is the story of a daughter and a son of two of these wealthy New

York families, the Minturns and the Stokes.
Edith Minturn and Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes were childhood friends. At age 28 Isaac
convinced Edith to marry him. Neither one was particularly interested in wealth and making
money. She worked as a social reformer. Isaac trained as an architect but was more
interested in history especially New York City history. They were products of their time and
environment and when the stock market crashed in 1929, they crashed with it. Read more »
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Staycations in Indiana

Vacation time will soon be here. With gas prices high and disposable
income low, it may be another good year for a staycation. Those of us living in Indiana can
plan some great overnight trips or even day trips to fun and interesting places throughout
Indiana.
The Indiana Room collection has many travel books to help you plan a fun outing.
Just a few examples include the following books.
If you like the unusual and just plain weird, consult Weird Indianaby Mark Merrimen. The
Tunnelton Tunnel in Lawrence County is included, the world's first Ferris wheel turned into a
bridge near Tifft and the ever popular Gravity Hill near Mooresville are also included.
Indiana Curiositiesby Dick Wolfsie is in it's third edition. Arranged by geographic area, this
guide lists and describes unusual museums, statues and businesses. The Italian Chapel at
Camp Atterbury, built by WW II Italian prisoners of war, Dr. Ted's Musical Marvel's museum
near Santa Claus and the Cass County Carousel in Riverside Park in Logansport are just a
few examples of entries. Read more »
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Lighting Out for the Territory: How Samuel Clemens
Headed West and Became Mark Twain

The title of this book Lighting Out for the Territory by Roy Morris,
jr. refers to the last paragraph in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn when Huck reckons that
it's time "to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest", which is exactly what Clemens himself
did in July 1861. Clemens had ridden as a guerilla maurader for the Missouri militia in a locally
formed group in the very early days of the Civil War called the Marion Rangers. They never
saw any real action, but his brief stint with them, plus the ever present chance he could be
drafted by either side, Union or Confederate, to pilot a gun boat, made the mostly neutral
West look inviting.
His brother Orion had been appointed as Secretary to the Territorial Governor of the newly
created Nevada Territory. Orion invited Sam to go along to share expenses. From this
happenstance beginning one of America's great writers was born.
Read more »
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