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In August 2013, the Books Plus library book club read the book These Is My Words: the Diary of
Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1901, Arizona Territories . by Nancy Turner. The book is very loosely
based on her grandmother?s memaories of moving to the Arizona Territory and what life was like
there on the frontier. Fast paced and character driven, the author brings to life the hardships of
ranching before electricity and cars. Sarah is a no nonsense woman who survives and thrives
through happy times and sad.

Other books featuring pioneer women include:

A Lantern in Her Hand by Bess Streeter Aldrich. Written in 1928, this has become an American
classic and was a best seller at the time of publication. The story is also based on the author?s
ancestor, in this case her mother who traveled by covered wagon to Nebraska in 1865. Another
woman who was not broken by hardship and strife on the great plains.

Boone?s Lick .by Larry Mc Murtry. Beginning in 1865, Mary Margaret Cecil is ready to call it
?quits? with her freight hauler husband, but first she has to find him. With her extended family of
kids, Pa, brother-in-law and others, they head West from Missouri.

And just for fun, How the West Was Won .by Louis L?Amour. Noone writes sweeping sagas like
L?Amour. You may remember the 1962 movie starring some of the biggest names of the day. It
won three Oscars. The book is even better. Remember Linus Rawlings, survivor of Indian
Country or Lilith Prescott who ran away from home and married a gambler. The book features
many characters with great stories.

Compared with the challenges faced by these women, the stories in the books makes frozen
computers, cars that won't start and clogged up drains seem like a minor inconveniece.

For the Love of Reading . Information, Answers & Reviews . Fiction , Historical . These is my
words : the diary of Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1901 : Arizona territories : a novel.
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