Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (http://mcpl.info)
Home > Blogs > mfrasier's blog > Printer-friendly PDF

Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and
Other Scary Things

[1]Alvin Ho is afraid of many things including, but not limited to
elevators, tunnels, bridges, thunder, substitute teachers, scary movies, shots, and school.
Most of all...school. Descended from a long line of Chinese farmer-warriors he loves to run
around his house as a noisy superhero called Firecracker Man in a costume his gunggung
(that's grandfather) made, complete with a spaghetti drainer on his head. School takes too
much of his energy so he is only Firecracker Man on weekends and holidays. It takes a lot of
energy for Alvin to make it onto the bus and into the school building. Once he is there he can't
think, read, smile, sing, or even scream. Worst of all, Alvin can't talk at school. In spite of his
mutism, Alvin is determined to make friends with the help of a list of rules suggested by his
brother, Calvin.

Even though Alvin has trouble communicating, he is smart enough to devise strategies for
survival. One of those strategies is his PDK or Personal Disaster Kit. It is packed with things
that are useful in an emergency. Here is a short list:
A whistle - In case he loses his voice, a whistle would be handy.
A three-leaf clover (because he couldn't find a four-leaf one).
Garlic. For fending off vampires and teachers.
A scary mask. For keeping girls away.
This is a very short list of the creative tools this sensitive second grader uses to manage his
life. You will find the whole list and much more when you read Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls,
School, and Other Scary Things by Lenore Look.
Recommended for readers in grades 3-5.
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