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We receive wonderful questions from kids at our "Ask Questions Here" desk, and in our 
programs. But we also get a lot of terrific statements. One of my favorites is: "I know that book!" 
or "I know that story!" This statement is typically shared as an excited, gleeful shout. It feels good 
to know something. It's empowering.
Children's librarians have a long history of sharing classic nursery rhymes, folk and fairy tales 
with children: Three Little Kittens, Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Besides 
being part of our cultural literacy, these stories lay a foundation for an understanding of 
character, sequence, and plot. Familiarity with folk and fairytales -- and the ability to retell familiar 
stories - also is an expectation of our state's curriculum standards [2].
And how do these stories become familiar to our children? By hearing them, reading them -- 
even seeing them performed -- repeatedly, of course. Read a picture book version of the story 
together, listen to it on audiobook, tell it in your own words; invite your child to tell the story to 
you. One of the extra fun things about folk tales is comparing the different versions of the same 
story. How does James Marshall's version of The Three Little Pigs [3]compare to Paul Galdone's 
version [4]? And once a child is familiar with the classic tale, they may have greater appreciation 
for the spin-offs and variants, such as The True Story of the Three Little Pigs [5] by Jon Scieszka.
Huff & Puff [6] is a new picture book variation of The Three Little Pigs folktale. It's funny and clever 
enough to be enjoyed in its own right, but children who know the classic tale will have a jump 
start on predicting what's going to happen in this story -- and being pleasantly surprised by the 
different conclusion. This version also presents a unique way to invite participation in the story. 
There are small holes cut out in the pages through which the reader is invited to HUFF & PUFF. 
If you play the part of the wolf and huff and puff hard enough, the consequence is apparent when 
you turn the page! Give it a try. Invite your child to take a first step to becoming a storyteller. 
Provide an opportunity for them to tell you what they know.
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