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I'm a bit biased about how wonderful Auntie Yang's Great Soybean Picnic [2] and Mahjong All Day Long [3]
are. Full disclosure: I'm from Illinois and I've lived in Indiana. And I'm moving to China in a month! (And I have 2 awesom

First of all -- life in Indiana. Ginnie and Beth Lo are second-generation Chinese-Americans who grew up in West Lafayette
Mahjong All Day Long [4]
is a simple story about watching relatives play Mahjong, a Chinese tile game somewhat like the card game gin rummy. The
Mahjong
celebrates the traditions and routines of family life, and the importance of making a home place that continues across coun

Auntie Yang's Great Soybean Picnic [5]
takes place in the great state of Illinois. Growing up in Illinois is all about .... farmland. I always found soybeans a bit borin
Soybean Picnic
captures that sense of home and connection that food can bring to a family and to the larger community.

Finally, these books are great because they make unique use of a Chinese artistic style. Beth Lo paints scenes of Mahjong g

Mahjong, recommended for grades K-2, andSoybean Picnic
, recommended for grades 1-4, are a great pair of tools for multicultural education -- teaching kids about Chinese games, fo
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