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Early Literacy
Light and Shadow: Preschool Science and Math

Groundhog?s Day has come and gone, but the shadow of its promise of longer, warmer days
lingers! For preschool science in February, we explored the world of light, reflection, and
shadow. These activities are meant to promote lively discussions between children and their
adult partners, which builds vocabulary and knowledge of the world.
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As any parent knows, young children are curious about the world. At the library, we explore a
range of topics during Preschool Science and Math. When the weather turns cold, I turn to
one of my favorite themes for preschool science: Animals in Winter. Here are some of the
activities we did in December!
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Early Literacy at The Learn and Play Space

If you know a child who is 7 years old or younger, the Learn and
Play Space in the Children's Department at your Monroe County Public Library is the perfect
place to visit. Children and their adult caregivers may explore several learning stations that
were designed to help build early literacy skills. Children grow vocabulary when they work
puzzles and play with puppets. Imaginary play in the store and the kitchen builds narrative
skills which help children make meaning of words when they begin to read. The letter wall is a
great place to learn the names of the letters and to practice the sounds the letters make. The
writing center is stocked with cards, paper, envelopes, and markers so children can write
books, mail letters, and draw pictures. Trained supervisors are available during most open
hours to guide learning experiences, play games, and provide craft materials. There is even a
dedicated space that is reserved for infants who are not walking and their caregivers
exclusively. This engaging space has been made possible by support from the Smithville
Charitable Foundation and the Friends of the Monroe County Public Library. Paper supplies
for the writing center are received from the Reuse Center at the District.
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