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Head [videorecording]
HEAD AKA - The Monkees HEAD

Growing up in the sixties I remember The Monkees TV show with
fondness. The Monkees was a show about four musicians, Davy Jones, Peter Tork, Mike
Nesmith and Mickey Dolenz, struggling to make ends meet and make it big. In the show they
never did. In real life they became one of the biggest groups to hit the teen scene since The
Beatles. When we think of the The Monkees we tend to think of three things. First that the
show was a family show that appealed to the young people of the time. Second, they were, at
first, primarily a vocal group. They added their voices to music tracks recorded by others.
Even though there were many vocal groups around at the time that did just that because the
show was about a band, we felt somehow betrayed when we found this out. By the time their
third album came out and they had taken control and played their own instruments the
damage had been done, the public had largely turned on them and the show was headed for
cancellation. Third, a fact that falls in line with the second, they were manufactured. Prior to
the show these four people did not know each other and they were hired to play a band with
the hope that they would become one.
This brings us to the movie HEAD. The Monkees wanted to break out of their image and
become more relevant. They joined together in a hotel room with show creator Bob Ralfelson
and a then unknown actor by the name of Jack Nicholson and came out with the movie HEAD
. Although the boys were very involved with the script history repeated itself and their names
were not listed on the credits. By the time the movie came out the show had been off the air
for a number of months and they had lost their standing as musicians. The film failed
completely. It has since become a bit of a cult film and is worth seeing. Read more »
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