
Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (http://mcpl.info)
Home > Printer-friendly PDF

Nurse, soldier, spy : the story of Sarah 
Edmonds, a Civil War hero

Nurse, Soldier, Spy: A Civil War Hero

 This year marks the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War. This isn't an 

anniversary to "celebrate", but such a pivotal conflict in our nation's history is certainly one to 
commemorate and learn more about through the amazing stories told by the people involved. 
Sarah Edmonds was one of those people. 

In the picturebook biography Nurse, Soldier, Spy: The Story of Sarah Edmonds, A Civil War Hero
, 
we learn that when she was just 16, Sarah disguised herself as a man and ran away from her 
home in Canada to escape an arranged marriage. She came to the United States and assumed 
the name Frank Thompson. When the call came in Michigan for young men to join the Union 
army, "Frank" wanted to sign up as a way to thank the country she had been living in for the last 
three years. While the other soldiers teased Frank about her small feet, no one ever guessed 
that Frank was actually a woman. 
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