
Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (http://mcpl.info)
Home > Printer-friendly PDF

Staff Picks

Imagining the Earth: Nature Poetry that Celebrates Our Planet
From its beginnings poetry has celebrated nature: everything from trees to gardens to 
mountains to the endless changing seas. Kentucky poet and ecologist Wendell Berry called 
nature poetry "a secular pilgrimage" and Wordsworth said, "There are spirits in the woods." 
Enjoy these collections of contemporary nature poems.

Compiled by: Dory L

     Birds, Beasts, and Seas: Nature Poems from New Directions      
ed. by Jeffrey Yang      808.8193 Bir
Beginning with the ancient Greeks and Romans, this recently published book contains some 
of the greatest nature poetry of all time. It's also multicultural and multi-ethnic and includes 
work by Virgil, Tu Fu, Sappho, H.D., Rimbaud and Rilke. Modern poets include Gary Snyder, 
Anne Carson, Bei Dao, and Roberto BolaÃ±o. A nicely-designed book--it can easily fit inside a 
pocket while you hike out to your favorite reading spot in the woods.

     Black Nature: Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry      
Camille T. Dungy      808.8193 Bla
This collection of poetry by African Americans looks at the special relationship many black 
people have with the natural world. The poems included are not simply pastorals but 
meditations on the air, soil, water, and trees from the viewpoints of many who have tilled the 
land and often through the perspective of their ancestors' hard labor. Fine poems by Audre 
Lorde, June Jordan, Claude McKay, Marilyn Nelson, Richard Wright, and Yusef Komunyakaa 
are included.

     Forgotten Language: Contemporary Poets and Nature      
Christopher Merrill, Editor      811.08 Fo
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This anthology makes a great beginning source to check out a wild variety of nature poems by 
some of our best contemporary poets including: Robert Hass, Maxine Kumin, Galway Kinnell, 
and Linda Hogan. The 125 selections here feature poems on almost every conceivable nature 
topic: mushrooms, glaciers, blackberry eating, wolverines, bears, bats, and salt licks.

     Garden Poems      
ed. by John Hollander      808.81936 Ga
This collection showcases poems about gardens both fictive and real. They are varied, 
ranging from China and Japan to American backyards. There are sections on ruined gardens 
and city gardens. Gardeners too are celebrated, as are the seasons and also quite 
intriguingly, gardens of the mind. Get some mud on your fingers, stoop down and smell the 
poetic roses.

     Generations      
Pattiann Rogers      811.54 Ro
Unlike most poets, Rogers has a background in science yet her poems are understandable 
and inspiring to the general reader. She has a deep knowledge of the world's creatures and 
her descriptions are rich, full, and inspiring. In this book she looks at the continuity of life 
through time in such poems as "A Mystic in the Garden Mistakes Lizards from Ghosts and 
Extrapolates on Same" and "The History of Starlight at Night."

     Harper's Anthology of 20th Century Native American Poetry      
ed. by Duane Niatum      811.008 Ha
No one can doubt that Native Americans have always had a spiritual connection to the land. 
This collection provides modern nature poems, some based on myths and stories, but all 
demonstrating a profound respect for wild places and wild creatures. Poets represented 
include: Mary Tallmountain, Simon Ortiz, Linda Hogan, N. Scott Momaday, Louise Erdrich, 
and Joy Hargo among many others.

     Poems for a Small Planet: Contemporary American Nature Poetry      
ed. by Robert Pack and Jay Parini      811.54 Po
"How do poets...respond to the destruction of nature?" Jay Parini, one of this anthology's 
editors asks in his introduction.  These poems are beautiful, troubling, inspiring, maddening, 
and sometimes hopeful in their responses. Topics covered include falling stars, mountain 
views, greenhouses and gardens, day lilies, owls, moles, ghost birches, puff balls--in sum, a 
varied catalog of the living, breathing world around us.

     The Haiku Handbook: Haiku and Senryu in English      
ed. by Cor Van Den Heuvel      811.008 Ha
Interest in these small poems has exploded around the world. This collection includes over 
700 haiku and related works originally written in English. It makes a great starting point to 
explore contemporary haiku and linked poems. The preface offers helpful information for 
beginners, readers, and long-time writers of the short form.

The Oxford Book of Garden Verse     The Oxford Book of Garden Verse      
ed. by John Dixon Hunt
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    821Ox
Gardens have always inspired and sheltered writers, but particularly poets. This book offers 
over two hundred poems about gardens beginning with two biblical verses that celebrate this 
combination of the wild and human.  Medieval, Romantic, Victorian and modern gardens are 
also covered. Enjoy this poetry about posies and trees, garden creatures, and plants.

     The Shape of the Journey: New and Collected Poems      
Jim Harrison      811.54 Ha
This poet from rural Michigan has written about the natural world since his first collection Plain 
Song. Included here are many of those poems along with work from eight other books. After a 
childhood accident blinded him in one eye, Harrison developed a strong affinity for nature. In a 
style uniquely his own, he writes eloquently about this subject.  

     Turtle Island      
Gary Snyder      811.54 Sn
This Pulitzer Prize winning book celebrates the natural land we all inhabit. The title comes 
from the Native American name for our continent that was based on creation myths. In poems 
such as "Mother Earth--Her Whales," "Anasazi" and "The Wild Mushrooms" Snyder celebrates 
the natural world.

     Why I Wake Early: New and Selected Poems      
Oliver, Mary      811.54 Ol
Oliver has claimed the peninsula of Cape Cod as her territory. With utter grace, she writes 
about the natural world and its creatures: toads, black snakes, bears, deer, even dogs. Her 
poems are full of wonder. Each of her books offers many beautiful poems to savor and enjoy.
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